anmversary of the end of World War Hin .
1945, and throughout 2005, -the- News:
Messenger will publish a series of stories
on local World War II veterans to recog-.. .
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Corps Crash an

the Atlantic Ocean to England
' The shrp landed at Liverpool,

ed Boxted Air Base, locat—

re ghtmg ‘Platoon of
Frghter Group, ‘which was part of the 9th
Alr Force Flmchum was

“We were always outon
the air field beside the con-

trol tower. The crash fire

and ambulance were :

fhing”
urning

escue Scllool at Lake
: Pontchartram located near New Orleans a5
Later ‘he went to ‘Camp Kllmer, NI,
*.and departed on board the troop transport

. ship, the UssS Monteray, for his

" gerous.”

as bad wluch was a lot of the time, the;
keoffs and lanidings could be preity dan- -
Sometimes, planes would - be"
damaged when they returned from thelr’ '

"rmssmns or might have to land with one

and Flinchum and the
, ¢ crash and rescue
ere ready to respond. “Some |
: gs; and many had
we always d1d i

1 ,ng days and longer
mghts ‘watching the P-51 pilots land or

“attempt to land hoping I ‘would not have -
‘to watchanother crash.
‘pilot from a burning plane

'ther :

‘Flinchum remembers that in April 1944
P 51 was takmg off w1th'~fragmentatlon,

from  acr
e, Flinchum' .
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emergencies such as a fire at the
gasoline storage dump or a fire

at the mess hall, “but we were
back on the field the next morn-
ing at day break,” Flinchum said.

In late 1943, London was still
under attack by enemy bombers
as Germany continued jts unsuc-
cessful effort to force England to
surrender. Flinchum said, “We

~ were in the path of the Luftwaffe .

planes going to London. We

could hear them flying by over--

head, and five minutes later, we
could hear them dropping their
bombs on London. Then, a few

minutes later, you would hear -

the German planes overhead

returning [back to their bases in

Germany]
Flinchum said, “Each evenmg,
a pilot would stop by and tell
) [members of the platoon] where
they went.and what they did that
day. One I remember very well.
They shot up a German troop
- train, and the engine was on fire.
The troops were jumping off the
train and running across an open
field to the woods, so the planes
used the rest of their ammuni-

tion . to- strafe them” Flmehum
::r+the 354th stayed just behind th

said. o
In June 1944

England following . the Allied
invasion of France on D-Day on
June 6. ,

Flinchum said, “We landed on
Omaha Beach [the portion of
Normandy beach assigned to the
American troops] on D+3, and

~there were still a lot of dead
German soldiers lying around.

The American dead had already

- been picked up.”

“The aviation engineers were

already laying a wire mesh run-
way for our P-51 planes, and
‘several were killed by enemy
fire while working to make the
strip,” Flinchum said.

- “We had the first landlng str1p

- on’ Omaha Beach,” Flinchum

said, and “Gen. (Dwight)
Eisenhower [supreme com-
mander of the Allied forces]
took -off from there to tour the
area and the front lines.”

. 'This was the first time during
the war that a ground general

- had planned a battle from an air-
. craft flying over enemy territo-

ry. Eisenhower wanted to see
~what the Saint Lo area looked
like from the air in' order to help
plan his battle strategy for the

‘rode in the back of a P-51B
-called “Stars Look Down,” and

the 354th‘
- Fighter Group left its base in.

" Germans launched their last big

‘Germans

" halted the offensive, and the’

Allied breakout from the beach-
head in Normandy. Eisenhower

he went up in the plane with no: 19
parachute because there was no- the
room for one in the back seat of
the plane where he was flying,
“This - mission was one that
could have been disastrous for
the Allies if the Germans had
shot down his plane,” states a
history of the 354th Flghter
Group.
The 354th was close to the
fighting, and Flinchum said,
“One night- in France, the
Luftwaffe bombed our gasohne
dump, causing a huge fire.

‘Without regard for our OWn:;_/,”

safety, [members of his platoon] .
were trying to put the fire out
and salvage what we could
While the German pilots were
probably - looking down and
smiling at their success, we did
save about half the gasoline
dump, and we .were recom-
mended for the Soldler
Medal.”

: As U.S. forces connnued to
fight -their way. across Europe,

front- lines to fly close air sup-
port missions . for the troops on
the ground. '
In . December 1944,° the
offensive of the war — which
came to be called the Battle of
the Bulge — in the Ardennes. “In
the Battle of the Bulge, all our
planes that were flyable “flew .
out. Our ground personnel
remained, and we were helping
to man roadblocks. Some of the
were  wearing,
American uniforms or driving |
American vehicles, and if any- |
.one coming through the road-
blocks didn’t know the pass-
word, we were to kill them. At~
the roadblocks, one of our men
would stand in the center of the |
toad; and there would be one "
man in the ditch on each side. If -
the center man was threatened;
then the two in the ditches on .
the sides would open. up,”.
Flinchum said. -
The Americans and Br1t1sh

Germans began to withdraw-
back toward Germany - in |
January 1945. , N

When' Germany llIlCODthlOIl- £
ally surrendered in May 1945,






